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Flatten, had worked out the details of the agreement
with extraordinary care. He demanded complete extra-
territorial rights for the train during the period of transit,
and absolute freedom from supervision for the personnel
of the party, their passports, and their luggage. Flatten
should accompany the party for the whole journey and
he alone would communicate with German authorities
and officials ; in addition, no one could leave the train
during the journey, nor enter it, without Platten's per-
mission. (From this last provision grew the legend of the
" sealed train ".) The sole obligation which the emigres
undertook was to agitate on their arrival for the exchange
of a corresponding number of Austro-German civilians
interned in Russia.1

On April 6 word came that this agreement had been
approved and " ratified " in Berlin, and two days later the
train-load of political dynamite, a party of thirty-two
including Lenin, Krupskaya, Zinoviev, Sokolnikov, and
Radek, steamed out of the Central Station of Berne.

The Mensheviks stayed behind, condemning to the last
the action of the Bolsheviks in negotiating independently
with the German Government without awaiting an answer
from Petrograd. Martov and Axelrod feared the accusation
of their comrades in Russia that, in obtaining the consent
of the German Government to pass through Germany, they
would put themselves under an obligation to the General
Staff and become " German agents ".2 This in effect was

1  Lenin, Collected Works, xx. Book 1, pp. 91-94, 360-361; Book 2,
pp. 381-386. A further regulation, which proved of considerable irksome-
ness to the returning Bolsheviks, was that smoking in the compartments
was forbidden. The German railway officials strictly enforced the rule
and the Russians, to whom a cigarette was practically a fifth finger,
were forced to retire to the toilet at the end of the coach when the
craving for tobacco became irresistible, much to the annoyance of those
of their companions who had other legitimate uses for this convenience.

2  A few months later both Martov and Axelrod, together with nearly
200 Mensheviks, also returned to Russia by way of Germany.